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ALCOHOL’S IMPACT ON CHILDREN
Alcohol impedes a parent’s capacity to care for their children and protect them from harm.

Alcohol is responsible for some children being taken into care. violence or child maltreatment can go on to develop a range of 
problems including alcohol and other drug problems later in their lives.

ALCOHOL USE BY PERPETRATORS
Alcohol increases the severity and incidence of family violence.
Alcohol makes perpetrators less aware of physical force and less concerned with consequences.
Alcohol is used as an excuse for violence. Alcohol is used by perpetrators of family violence.

ALCOHOL USE BY VICTIMS
Alcohol is used as a coping mechanism to deal with family violence and trauma.

Alcohol increases the likelihood of losing custody of children. Alcohol is a barrier to seeking or receiving support for family violence. 

ALCOHOL IN THE COMMUNITY
The increased physical availability of alcohol contributes to increases in family violence.

Societal views about alcohol, including that alcohol leads to, or excuses violence, contributes
t

that violence is likely to occur.

increases their vulnerability to violence.

Family violence does not occur in a vacuum. Community and societal 
factors, including the availability of alcohol, contributes to this violence  

ge.
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Alcohol-related family violence: Why we should act



Overview of the Framework priority areas

Priority Area 1: Introduce whole of 
community action to prevent family 
violence

This priority area recognises the many factors that impact 
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Priority Area 3: Provide support for people 
affected by family violence and protect 
them from future harm

• 

• 

• 
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Priority Area 2: Assist people most at 
risk of family violence through early 
identification and support

• 

• 

Priority Area 4: Continue to build the 
evidence-base by investing in data 
collection and evaluation

• 

• 



Overview of the Framework actions

ABOUT FARE

The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) is an independent, not-for-profit organisation working to stop 
the harm caused by alcohol.

Alcohol harm in Australia is significant. More than 5,500 lives are lost every year and more than 157,000 people are hospitalised 
- making alcohol one of our nation’s greatest preventative health challenges.

For over a decade, FARE has been working with communities, governments, health professionals and police across the 
country to stop alcohol harms by supporting world-leading research, raising public awareness and advocating for changes to 
alcohol policy. In that time FARE has helped more than 750 communities and organisations, and backed over 1,400 projects 
around Australia.

FARE is guided by the World Health Organization’s 2010 Global Strategy to Reduce the Harmful Use of Alcohol for stopping 
alcohol harms through population-based strategies, problem directed policies, and direct interventions.

If you would like to contribute to FARE’s important work, call us on (02) 6122 8600 or email info@fare.org.au.
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