The areas where little or no progress has been made are those that predominantly involve coordination between
the Commonwealth Government and the States and Territory Governments. These include actions that relate to
developing coordinated or best practice approaches to liquor licensing legislation, secondary supply and enforcement.

The study also identified that there are many areas where work being undertaken by Governments is ad hoc or time
limited. For example the Be the Influence campaign only has funding until the financial year ending June 2014. The
ad hoc nature of these actions is problematic because they do not provide a comprehensive or long term solution to
preventing alcohol-related harms.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that four years after the release of the Strategy, little progress has been made in achieving
the alcohol-specific actions. Stronger leadership is required at the Commonwealth Government level to progress the
actions outlined in the Strategy, and greater coordination of State and Territory Governments is needed. A revised
National Alcohol Strategy with clear governance structures is required to ensure that alcohol harm prevention policies
are progressed in the future.

To see the full research report for this study visit www.fare.org.au.

The approach

This study assessed the progress made against the alcohol-specific actions of the Strategy in the four years since the
Strategy was released. In undertaking this analysis, this study draws on information contained in the Commmonwealth
Government’s response to the Strategy released in May 2010, as well as information contained on Government
websites, in ANPHA's Operational Plans and from other institutions outside of Government that undertake work in
alcohol harm prevention.

The study then classified the actions as having been completed, being progressed or not being progressed. The table
below provides an overview of the approach to the classification.

Progress made Explanation Colour cod

Action not being No progress has been made against this action and/or the
progressed Commonwealth Government has indicated that this action will not be
progressed.

The action has not been fully implemented but some activities have been
taken which can be interpreted as progress towards this action.

When responsibility is with State or Territory Governments, this

may also mean that some governments are have progressed the
recommendation, while others are not.

Completed The action has been implemented in full.

About the Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education

The Foundation for Alcohol Research and Education (FARE) is an independent charitable organisation working
to prevent the harmful use of alcohol in Australia. Our mission is to help Australia change the way it drinks by:

* helping communities to prevent and reduce alcohol-related harms;

* building the case for alcohol policy reform; and

* engaging Australians in conversations about our drinking culture.

Over the last ten years FARE has invested more than $115 million, helped 750 organisations and funded over
1,400 projects addressing the harms caused by alcohol misuse.

' National Preventative Health Taskforce, Australia: The Healthiest Country by 2020 - National Preventative Health Strategy - The Roadmap for Action,
30 June 2009, p. 268. Accessed at: http:/www.preventativehealth.org.au/internet/preventativehealth/publishing.nsf/Content/nphs-roadmap

i Australian Government Department of Health and Ageing. New health taskforce on prevention - Tobacco, alcohol and obesity priorities, 9 April 2008
Accessed at: http:/www.health.gov.au/internet/ministers/publishing.nsf/Content/mr-yrO8-nr-nr046.htm

fare

Foundation for Alcohol
Research & Education

A red light for preventive health

Assessing progress against the Preventative
Health Strategy’s actions on alcohol

Overview

¢ It has been four years since the Preventative Health
Taskforce released its report Australia: The healthiest
country by 2020 - National Preventative Health
Strategy - Roadmap for Action (the Strategy).

e The Strategy included 32 alcohol-specific actions
across eight key priority areas.

¢ Since the Strategy was released Australian
Governments have completed four of the
alcohol-specific actions, made some progress
against 18 of the actions and have not progressed
10 of the actions.

Introduction

In September 2009 the Preventative Health Taskforce (the
Taskforce) released its final report, Australia: The Healthiest
Country by 2020 - National Preventative Health Taskforce
Strategy - The Roadmap for Action (the Strategy).' The role of
the Taskforce, as specified by the then Minister for Health and
Ageing, the Hon Nicola Roxon MP, was to ‘develop strategies
to tackle the health challenges caused by tobacco, alcohol and
obesity, as well as producing a National Preventative Health
Strategy’.! The Strategy outlined an eleven-year plan to reduce
the burden of chronic disease in Australia, including 32 alcohol-
specific ‘actions’.

Findings

The study concluded that of the 32 actions specified, four had
been completed, 18 had some progress against them and ten
had not been progressed.

Key achievements by Australian Governments over the four

year period include the development of the Be the Influence
campaign by the Australian National Preventative Health Agency
(ANPHA), which provides replacement funding for National
Sporting Organisations that agree to forgo alcohol industry
sponsorship and progress made to introduce pregnancy
warning labels for alcohol through the Food Labelling Review
and Legislative and Governance Forum on Food Regulation.
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